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Florida school shooting suspect charged 



SUSAN STOCKER/SUN SENTINEL 


Suspected school shooter Nikolas Cruz makes a video appear¬ 
ance in Broward County court before Judge Kim Theresa 
Mollica on Thursday. Cruz is facing 17 charges of premeditated 
murder in the mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Fla. 


By Charles Rabin, 

Martin Vassolo and 
Daniel Chang 

MIAMI HERALD 

PARKLAND, Fla. — Accused 
Parkland school shooter Niko¬ 
las Cruz admitted his guilt to 
detectives, saying he discarded 
his AR-15 rifle and ammunition 
magazines at the scene and es¬ 
caped by blending into the 
crowd of fleeing students, ac¬ 
cording to arrest reports. 

After slipping away, he went 
to a Subway inside a nearby 
Walmart for a drink, then head¬ 
ed to a McDonald’s before he 
was arrested without incident 
by an officer who recognized 
his description. 


He arrived on campus at 2:19 
p.m. Wednesday in an Uber car, 
whose driver has since spoken 
with detectives. 

As he walked through the 
school, shooting students, 
teachers and staff, he fired 
“well over” 100 shots, according 
to a law enforcement source. 

“Cruz stated that he was the 
gunman who entered the 
school campus armed with a 
AR-15 and began shooting stu¬ 
dents that he saw in the hall¬ 
ways and on the school 
grounds,” states a report from 
the Broward Sheriff’s Office. 
“Cruz stated that he brought 
additional loaded magazines to 
the school and kept them hid¬ 


den in a backpack until he got 
on campus to begin his as¬ 
sault.” 

Cruz, a former student at 
Douglas High, was booked into 
the county jail Thursday morn¬ 
ing after prosecutors charged 
him with 17 counts of premedi¬ 
tated murder. A Broward Coun¬ 
ty Court judge denied bond for 
Cruz. 

“You’re charged with some 
very serious crimes,” Broward 
County Judge Kim Theresa 
Mollica told the defendant via a 
video feed from the county jail 
to her courtroom. 

Before her decision, assis¬ 
tant Broward state attorney 
Shari Tate said Cruz went to 


the high school with a “pre¬ 
meditated design” to kill stu¬ 
dents and teachers. 

“He shot 17 individuals who 
later died, and he fled the 
scene,” Tate read from an ar¬ 
rest affidavit. 

Broward assistant public de¬ 
fender Melissa McNeill in¬ 
voked Cruz’s right to silence 
while he stood by her in an or¬ 
ange inmate uniform in the 
county jail. His wrists and an¬ 
kles were shackled. He showed 
no emotion and only respond¬ 
ed once to a judge’s question 
about whether he understood 
why he was in court. 

“Yes, ma’am,” he said. 

PLEASE SEE SHOOTING, PAGE 3 


Hopes soar after cancer fight 



Anastasia Leach, 3, poses for pictures with her mother, Rosa Leach, in their Lodi home on Thursday. 
Anastasia is in remission from a rare liver cancer. 

Lodi 3-year-old triumphs over rare cancer 



Anastasia Leach, 3, admires roses sent to her grandmother, Terri 
Valenzuela, for Valentine’s Day, with her mother Rosa Leach, in their Lodi 
home on Thursday. Anastasia is in remission from a rare liver cancer. 


Lodi surveys 
residents on 
city services 

By Danielle Vaughn 

NEWS-SENTINEL STAFF WRITER 

Lodi residents recently received a 
text message from the city asking 
them to complete a survey on city is¬ 
sues and services. 

“We’re trying to figure out what 
things people in the community 
want, what’s important to people, so 
we can prioritize what the city is go¬ 
ing to do and how it is going to move 
forward in the coming years,” City 
Manager Steve Schwabauer said 
about the survey on Thursday. 

According to Schwabauer, the sur¬ 
vey asks questions about how people 
in Lodi prioritize service in various 
categories such as police, fire, parks, 
homelessness, gang intervention and 
prevention and more. 

One of the major questions resi¬ 
dents were asked whether they would 
support a public safety measure en¬ 
acting an ongoing half cent sales tax 
to fund police and fire. 

The tax would provide $5.4 million 
annually to increase response time 
for police and fire, maintain patrols 
and firefighter coverage and provide 
gang prevention and intervention 
services. 

The measure would require inde¬ 
pendent citizen oversight, a mandato¬ 
ry financial audit and yearly reports 
to the community. 

PLEASE SEE SURVEY, PAGE 8 


S. J. County 
hosts Lodi 
workshop on 
water project 

By John Bays 

NEWS-SENTINEL STAFF WRITER 

Lodi farmers and other community 
members gathered in Jackson Hall at 
the Lodi Grape Festival Grounds on 
Thursday evening to learn more 
about North San Joaquin Water Con¬ 
servation District’s latest project. 

Along with the San Joaquin Coun¬ 
ty Public Works Department and the 
League of Women Voters, NSJWCD 
hosted the workshop to inform the 
public about their South System 
Groundwater Improvement Project. 
Jane Wagner-Tyack, a League of 
Women Voters board member, wel¬ 
comed the guests to the event, saying 
that while she could not express sup¬ 
port for the project itself, the league 
does support the 2014 Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act, 
which gave NSJWCD the power to 
propose the project. 

“I feel really strongly that when 
people in an area take responsibility 
for their use of resources, they can 
find ways to manage those resources 
sustainably without outside regula¬ 
tions,” Wagner-Tyack said. 

The project involves installing sev¬ 
en miles of pipeline from the 
Mokelumne River to Pixley Creek 
Slough and Bear Creek, according to 
Tom Flinn, vice president and treas¬ 
urer of NSJWCD. 

PLEASE SEE WATER, PAGE 8 


By Danielle Vaughn 

NEWS-SENTINEL STAFF WRITER 

A year ago, 3-year-old Anastasia 
Leach was battling a rare liver 
cancer that had spread to her 
lungs. Today, she is in the early 
stages of her journey as a cancer 
survivor. 

Leach was diagnosed with hepa¬ 
toblastoma in November of 2016 
just after Thanksgiving, and has 
been in remission for eight 
months. She completed her cancer 
treatment last June when all of 
her scans were clear and her tu¬ 
mor marker, monitored through 
blood draw, was normal, according 
to Anastasia’s mother Rosa Leach. 

Anastasia had her liver tumor re¬ 
moved in April of 2017, three 
months before finishing treatment. 

“Once she had that tumor re¬ 
moved and she healed from that, 
she was a different person,” Rosa 
said. “She was more happy, more 
wanting to play and be more ac¬ 
tive. It was almost like it lifted a 
huge weight off of her.” 

Anastasia also had to have her 
gallbladder removed. The surgery 
was about eight hours and Rosa 
said Anastasia healed pretty 
quickly. Following the surgery she 
had two more chemotherapy treat¬ 
ments before her treatments offi¬ 
cially came to an end. 

Fortunately for Anastasia, she 
did not require a liver transplant. 

“That’s one thing we were con¬ 
cerned may have been a possibili¬ 
ty but the surgeons who took the 
tumor out of her liver believed 
that they could perform the resec¬ 
tion without needing the trans¬ 
plant, but they told us that they 
would not be able to be 100 percent 
certain until they started the sur¬ 
gery,” Rosa said. 

Through the course of Anasta¬ 
sia’s cancer treatment, her doctors 
monitored her lungs and liver. Her 
body responded well enough to the 
chemotherapy that when the doc¬ 
tors looked at her lungs the spots 
that were there previously had dis- 


“Once (Anastasia) had 
that tumor removed and 
she healed from that, she 
was a different person. She 
was more happy, more 
wanting to play and be 
more active. It was almost 
like it lifted a huge weight 
off of her.” 

ROSA LEACH, 
MOTHER OF 
ANASTASIA 


appeared. Anastasia had a CT scan 
in December and there was no evi¬ 
dence of cancer in her lungs. 

“Every day I’m so grateful to 
hear that news,” Rosa said. “They 
were telling us that that might be a 
possibility before they were even 
done with her cancer treatment 
because the numbers of her tumor 
marker were going down. Every 
day I pray that she continues to 
beat this disease.” 

According to Rosa, one would 
never know that her daughter had 
battled cancer. She has gained 
back all the weight that she lost, 
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her hair is growing in and she’s 
an active and happy little girl. 

“She playing, running, walking 
and talking, a lot of those things 
that when she was in treatment 
she did not do,” Rosa said. 

Despite having experienced this 
at such a young age, Anastasia had 
an awareness of what was happen¬ 
ing. 

Rosa recalled one morning 
when Anastasia asked her if she 
would have to go to the hospital 
that day. 

“I was like ‘oh my gosh, she’s so 
little and she understood that 
sometimes we wake up and go to 
the hospital.’ Thank God I could 
sit there and tell her ‘no you don’t 
have to go to the hospital. You’re 
done.’” Rosa said. “She under¬ 
stands that she feels better, that 
she doesn’t feel the way she did, 
that she’s not going to the hospital 
and that she’s not going to the doc¬ 
tor visits.” 

Rosa said that the experience 
has made her daughter stronger 
both physically and mentally, not¬ 
ing that Anastasia learned to be 
more trusting of doctors. 

PLEASE SEE LEACH, PAGE 8 


Save California 
football? 

Bill looks to 
ban tackle 
football 
before 
high school 

By Taryn Luna 

SACRAMENTO BEE 

SACRAMENTO — Hours after 
two California legislators unveiled 
a plan to outlaw tackle football until 
high school, angry coaches, parents 
and former players began mobiliz¬ 
ing to protect America’s favorite 
sport from a notoriously “nanny” 
state government. 

They created a Twitter account, 
@SaveCaliforniaFootball , and a 
matching hashtag. One coach set up 
a meeting with a Sacramento lobby¬ 
ist to learn how to engage lawmak¬ 
ers on bills. An online petition op¬ 
posing the bill collected more than 
30,000 signatures in a little over 
three days. 

“At what point do we just bubble 
wrap our kids?” said Jason Ingman 
of Natomas, a parent and youth 
coach who launched the petition. 
“It’s not a perfect world. We’re nev¬ 
er going to take injury out of sports. 
We can’t just abandon it because we 
can’t be 100 percent safe.” 

Mike Wagner, a Pop Warner offi¬ 
cial in Los Angeles and an organiz¬ 
er of the growing opposition cam¬ 
paign, described the legislation an¬ 
other way: “It’s completely 
un-American.” 

Sacramento Assemblyman Kevin 
McCarty hasn’t even formally intro¬ 
duced the bill yet. 

“I knew we would strike a nerve,” 
McCarty said. “I knew it was a 
tough conversation.” 

McCarty and Assemblywoman 
Lorena Gonzalez Fletcher, both De¬ 
mocrats, announced their intent 
last week to craft legislation to es¬ 
tablish a minimum age to play con¬ 
tact football, comparing their pro¬ 
posed government intervention in 
the sport to previous public health 
measures that mandated car seats 
and vaccines for children. 

Jeff Hood, director of Lodi Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Services, 
which oversees Lodi Boosters of 
Boys/Girls Sports and the Lodi 
Colts youth football team, said if the 
bill became law, the department 
would make changes. 

“I think people would just go to 
some other form of football. It’s a 
great sport, with the emphasis on 
stamina, strength, and teamwork, 
and it develops a lot of good charac¬ 
teristics and qualities,” Hood said. 
“However it is a valid concern, 
whether it’s injuries to joints and 
bones or the brain. We’re learning 
more and more about the risks, and 
people have to make that decision. 

“We don’t take a position one way 
or another, we’re here to provide 
whatever people have an interest 
in.” 

Hood said Lodi’s program had a 
flag football league until a few years 
ago, when independent youth pro¬ 
grams in the area expanded their 
programs. 

PLEASE SEE FOOTBALL, PAGE 8 
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